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24 GHz.5  Nonetheless, a few parties have suggested that this band be considered,6 echoing an 
earlier petition for rulemaking filed by the MVDDS 5G Coalition.7  In this earlier petition, the 
MVDDS coalition argued that satellite services should be reallocated or made secondary in the 12 
GHz band in order to accommodate terrestrial wireless operations in this band.  That petition 
attracted substantial opposition (including from SpaceX8), and the record in that proceeding 
reflects significant and unresolved concerns with the MVDDS proposals.  
 
Given current satellite use of the band and its impending use by multiple next-generation NGSO 
satellite broadband systems, the 12 GHz band presents a uniquely inappropriate target for 
reallocation to terrestrial wireless services.  Although the Commission has added flexible terrestrial 
allocations in certain bands that support satellite services, it has been careful to do so only where 
satellite earth stations are fairly limited in number and individually licensed.9  Here, by contrast, 
earth stations will be ubiquitously deployed subject to blanket licenses.  This presents a much more 
complicated spectrum sharing environment.  In fact, the MVDDS 5G Coalition has concluded that 
“coexistence between MVDDS 5G operations and NGSO FSS operations is not possible without 
severe operational constraints on MVDDS, NGSO FSS or both services.”10  This band does not 
present an opportunity for flexible spectrum sharing – only for outright repurposing to terrestrial 
use in derogation of co-primary satellite operations.  Accordingly, it has no place in any future 
rulemaking arising from this NOI. 
 
  

                                                 
5  See Expanding Flexible Use in Mid-Band Spectrum Between 3.7 and 24 GHz, Notice of Inquiry, 32 

FCC Rcd. 6373 (2017) (“NOI”). 
6  See generally Alliance Letter at 2 n.4 (listing comments).   
7  See Petition of MVDDS 5G Coalition for Rulemaking, RM-11768 (Apr. 26, 2016) (“MVDDS 

Petition”). 
8  See supra note 3. 
9  See, e.g., Use of Spectrum Bands Above 24 GHz for Mobile Radio Services, 32 FCC Rcd. 10988, ¶¶ 54, 

189 (2017) (adopting mobile allocation for band with individually-licensed earth station but declining 
to do so for band to be used for widely deployed NGSO FSS end user devices). 

10  Comments of the MVDDS 5G Coalition, RM-11768, Attachment I at 35 (June 8, 2016).  See also 
MVDDS Petition at 23 (“Nor does it appear that concurrent sharing of spectrum between co-primary 
5G and NGSO FSS operations is even viable in the band.”). 




